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TAX Itl.TI "ItNS RftOM VIIKIINIA
ClTlESt SOME COMPAIt'lSOXS.

Mr. \V. W. Old, of Norfolk, whoso In-
terostlnp letter appears In another col¬

umn, has heen delvlng Into tho mys-
teries ot the Flrst Auditor's report,
nnd hns dlscovered somo fncts whlch
lead hlin to concludo that Roanoke,
Danville, Norfolk nnd a few othor cltles
are far moro complete ln thclr rcturns
of certain clnsses of property than
Rlchmond.

IIls chief sourco of Information Is

the summary of thc returns of personal
property, and moro particularly thnt

portlon of the summary which relatos
to watches, clocks, plnnos, sewlng-ma-
chlnes, etc. From thoso Ilguros Mr.

Old flnd« that Rlchmond lags far ho-

hlnd tho other dlties mentioned In re-

portlng the abovo classos of personal
proporty. Thls must bo frankly nc-

knowledgcd. Tho Commlssloncrs of tho

Revenue havo nover lnqulred partlcu-
l«.rly Into thls class of property ln

Richmond, and thls has led'mnny cltl-

sens to omlt thelr watches, clocks, etc,

from thelr personal property returns.

Thero ls ncither palllatlon nor excuso

for thls action. Where tho blanks

requlre such returns, they should bo

made.
Evldently, tho commlssloners In Roa¬

noke aro spoclflc In thclr lnqulrlcs on

thls point, though it would appear that
thelr valuatlon of watches, etc., ls

very low. Tho followlng tablo wlll

lllustrate the averago valuatlon ln

Richmond and Roanoko:
Rlchmond. Roanoke.

Sewing machlnes.... 13 52 $ 8 51
Watches . 29 31 9 06

Clocks . 12 S0 -i 40
Pianos . "I 00 6C 00

A comparison wlth tho valuatlon of

othor cltles wlll demonstrato that Roa-

noke's valuatlon, however comprehen-
slve, Is low. These facts only go to

show what thls paper has been urging
for weeks: that a complete llstlng ana

a true valuatlon is an unknown con¬

dltlon ln Virginia taxatlon.
Mr. OUI seems to suggest that the

inei.ualltles so manifest ln tho classes

of property citcd by him may exlst

in all classes of tnngiblo personal
property. In thls, so far as Rlchmond
is concerned, wo think Mr. Old ls ln

error. However rldlculous tho com¬

parison citcd by him, Mr. Old must

know that on nll classes of personal
property the return from Roanoke ls

sllghtly less than 11 per cent. of the

return from Richmond. In fact, Nor¬

folk llsts but 29 per cent. of tho re¬

turn from Rlchmond, antl Danvillo only
IS per cent. Incldentally. lt may bo

noted that tho total personal. prop¬

erty return from Lynchburg ls greater
by $909,394 than the total peraonal
property return from Norfolk. Nor¬
folk showed a total return of $1.">60
for atock ln incorporated companies,
.while Lynchburg Fhowed 52,233,834.
Those comparisons do not appear al-

together dlscreditable to Richmond ot

to Lynchburg.

TAG DAY AND THIS CHILDREN.
Thls year the ladies ln chargo ol

Tag Dny wlll mako a special effort tc

lntorest the schoolchlldren of Rlch¬
mond ln tho charitles for whlch tho
colloctlons wlll bo taken. It is not in¬
tended that tho children shall them¬
selves bo collectors or soltcltors, th<
object belng rather to flx thclr atten¬
tlon early ln llfo on thc most cxcellcn
causes represented by tho visitlnf
nurses and tho Associated Charitles
As a means of attractlng and holdlnf
the attentlon of Rlchmond's school¬
chlldren tho commlttee has had wrlt
ten a stanza and chortis to tho tuni

.'School Days." Theso llnes will bi

printed on leaflets ana wlll bo goner
ally dlstrlbuted, wlth the hopo tha
every chlld who reads or slngs of th'
Borrows of others may buy a tag am

encourage others to do 'llkcwlso.
Tho ready sympatliy with which th

rgrown-ups of Rlchmond cbntrlbuted t

Tag Day last year has assuredly mark
ed tho way for tho younger onos, anc

apart froin tho actual recelpts i

money, the effect nn the children wh
acllvely help thls charitable work wi
be. altogether good. The most obylbu
advantage of Tag Day is the unlty o

effort that it brlngs to the whole com

niunlty. Llko un all-embraclng charlt;
tho llttlo red badges mean that th
wearer, no matter who ha or aho ma

be, ls ln hearty sympathy wlth thos
less fortunate. Tho cost ot the ta

ls not counted or proclatmed, but tli

tag itself ls a token of that most e>

cellent glft of charlty whlch alor
makes and keeps allve tho heart of a

lndivldual in a city.

HAS TIIE NEXT CiOVEIlNOR N
IDI2AS AUOIT IT.

The Staunton Dispatchi thlnks thi
The Times-Dispatch can hardly bo s>

rtous ln Invlting the twp candldat.
for tho governorshlp to oxpresg thei:
uelves ln the mattpr ot taxatlon.
tays:
Does The Tlmes-Dlspatch recall th

any nuui .runnlng for. olllco ovor pr
poscd to reform tho system of lev
Ing taxes liy putting forward Hfiech
BUbstltulos for tho present systen
We do not, and wo are not expectii
anything of tho klnd,

If our Staunton contemporary h
tollowel Tho TlniOH-Dlspatch's (trg

ment ag'nlnst tlio present tnx syatem,
lt muat havo porcclvod that thls pnpor
hns advocated roforms whlch would
probably plcflso tho majority of volors
rather thnn allennlo them. Tho Times-
Dlspatch Is not sonklng for nny now

objocts of taxatlon. On tho conlrary,
It sccks tn BWOCp awny many of thosn
now In exlstonco. It seoka to
modol lho tax laws to tho ond that
many taxes could bo nbollshcd, whllo
cnlncldontly lho Stnto revenues aro

onormously Increased. For attnlnlng'
thls twofold purpose, 11 hns so far
argued for;

1. The assessmont of property every
two years, or overy year, Instead of

every flvo years, ns at present.
2. Tho nppolntment of nn efflclent tax

commlssion wlth amplo powtfrs to en-

forco tho law nnd equallzo taxos.
3. Tho abolition of doublo taxatlon.
lf thls program contalns spocltlc sttb-

stltutes for tho present system, they
aro not substltutes whlch any honest
a.nd candld asplrant for offlce need be
afrnld of. Is It too mueh to cxpect
that the two gubernatorlal candldates
shall tell tho peoplo whether or nol
they favor such a program as thls?
Is It really a Joke to cxpect tho next

Governor of Virginla to have any Ideas

for publlcatlon about so presslng and
¦vltal a problem as that of tax reform?

THB ADVANCE FROM MOMBASA.
Ho donned a khakl sult and whito

holnict nnd rode on the cow-catchor
of a special traln. From thls porch
of vantago he caught his flrst gllmpso
of strango fauna ln a stato of naturo:

wlldbcestes. hartobecstcs, dulkors, gulca
fowl and the llkfc.. Awaitlng lilm, ln

glorlous nrray, stood1 the panoplied con-

sort, 200 strong.
Four head men wlll thrash tho

Junglo wlth hftQ, nlne gun-bcaron
twolvo arnied guards, nlne horses and
200 porters. A lot of dust for ono

prlvato cltlzcn to kick up, and he no

gamo butchor, but a harmlcss faunal
naturallst. An unlessoned Uon mlght,
lt ia true, be dlsposed to mlstako tho
meanlng of that glltterlng approach,
and behave hlmsolf unseemly. But
even a reckless ono would think twico
before engaglng to beat hls way
through the llving bulwark of heads-
inen.that ls to say, head men.gun-
bearors, armoa guards, horses and
porters. So the arrangement ls well.
Too littlo llfe insurance, ns the agents
say, is a dangerous thing.

POLL TAXES MUST BE FAIU THIS
WEEK.

The Constltutlon proscribes that no

man shall bo allowed a vote unless ho
has pald his poll taxes for the threo
years preccdlng at least slx months
prior to tho electlon. Electlon day
thls year Is on November 2. Six months
prlor to November 2 is May; 2, whlch
is Sunday, ono week from to-day.
Therefore unless you have paid your
poll taxos for tlio years 190G, 1037 and
1908 on or before Saturday of thls
woek, you cannot vote next fall.
Every man wlth ordlnary instlncts

and interests wants to exerclse
a cltlzer.'s prlvilege and make hts
volce heard in tho counclls of gov¬
ernment. Unless he does thls, he ls
politleally non-exlstent, govcrnmental-
ly as mueh of a nonentlty as a chlld
or an tncompotent. Tho non-voter has
no paft Ir tho conduct of public affairs,
nor has ho tho wholesome moral right
to crlticizo tho way thoso affairs are

managed hy other and more publlc-
Kplrltcd men. His portion ln llfo ls
not to manage, but to bo managod.
A full voto of those potentlally

quallfled alone insures a thoroughly
reprcsentatlvo prlmary. A full voto
depends absolutoly on a full propay-
ment of poll taxes, the opportunlty for
whlch ends wlth thls week. Thoso
who havo so far neglected thoir dutles
must act beforo Saturday, or elso bo
content to be countod jvlth tho non-:n-

titles and tlio nondemjEipts.

We fear, howcvc-r^rUtat Mr. Taft can
never wln tho futl eontidenco of tho
associated fa'iis untll.he has declared
himself wlth entlre frankness upon tho
conduct of thc umplre.

H. M. Peter, ot Servla, will klndly
noto that tho talk of the Sultan's en-
forced resignation ls not coupled with
any offers of $50,000 a year.

Congressinan Hobson announces that
lio -ls both a Democrat "from surface
to corc" and an lngralned protectlon-
lst. Anybody can follow tho Con-
gressman's reasoning who Is famlllar
wlth tlio logarlthmic proof that tlio
real color of black ls whlte.

April's attempt to bat up to thc
kneo-length standard inust be de¬
serlbed as a dimnal failure.

If the months hud thelr indlvldual
brunds protccted by copyright, Aprll
would be sued for damages thlrty days
in every year.

Two hundred porters wlll accompany
him lnto tho junglo. Wo aro generous
enough to hopo thnt. all of them do not
carry whlsk-brooms.

Wcll, who wlll skato when Nlagara
Falls freeaeB ovor?

HEIMIICH CONllIED.

l.crmnu Aolor'a Work Guve Intpctud
to Serlous Driiiuii Here,

Tho death of Helnrlch Conrled wlll
havo no effect upon thoatrlcals ln thh
country, because hls carcer was over

The German manager wlll long he re-

membeTcd, however, for hls Influonct
just at the tlme when tho revlv'a
of serlous interest ln tho theatre wai
beglnnlng ln thls country, as well ai
tor his meteorlc. though brlef, caroei
ns manager of the Mctropolltan Open
House.

Mr. Conrled was a German actoi
and manager, who pushed himself ui
from small beginnlngs after the Ger
man manner, Hls llrst promlneno
camo as manager of thn German com
pany ln Irvlng Place about 1890. Hl:
company gavo revlvals of the Germat
olaBSlcs, and ho used to soll ttckotii ti
thoso performanoes at special ratea ti
puplls. ln schools and colleges, so tha
lils Germnn theatre came to bo lookei
upon ns an educational Institution b;
oducators who puld no attention ti
tlie theatres ln whlch Engllsh wai
spoken, Tho most notod German star
played brlef engagemonts ln Irvhu
Place, supported by Conrled's stocl
company, and many of tho plays o
Suderman, llauptmann nud ihsou, a
woll as of lnssnr European dramutisU
were ucted thoro ln German bofor
they wero known horo ln Engllsh. Fo
thoso productloiiN of literary drami
Mr, Conrlod wus honorod by Hurvnn
nnd Vnssar, nnd the dlKcussion whicl
hls prodiictionS'aroused'gavo a powor
ful Impotus to tho serlous drapia 1:
Eiigliali here.---Brooklyn Eagle.

Borrowed Jingles,
nONDKAU.

Thn runior run, hot Inng iiro,
Tbnt ln. hnd conio lo ho my brdu.
Tha Kiir.nlim shnok tlielr IicmiIh nnd tnlked
If on n Sahhnth out we wnlhed
And thrt.iigh tbe parkways ntnblcd slow,

"Proplntjtilly," Ihey sald, you know,
I knew thnt lf hc hniild hn'd go,
Aml though I nt thn goKslps mocltcd,

Tlie runior run.

Ho now 1 sll nlone, for no
Tobacco smoke l piiioII below)
No crqrtk of chalr when forih lio rocked,
Tha room Is hnre. tlm door Ir loclted]
I'vo lost my rent, tny.niniit.yV low,

Tlie rooiiicr ran!
.AuroUa D, Howells In .ludge.

JM.RELY JOKlNtl.
A lloprlrss Case.
"Ever think of marrying, old man?"
"Yeis," uilinltte.il tho chronlc bachelor,

"wlth a shuddcr."..1'lttsbui-g 1'osL

Can Yuu Illntno Them?
"Why do pnl-rots swoar so7"
"I'osslhly onL account of tha conversatlon

thoy hnvc to ondtire."
.'Whnt do you mean?"
"Everybody nsks 'cm to bavo a crackor."

.Washlngton Ilcralil,

lt Iind tn llnppcn.
"Serlous trouble in the Balkans at last."
"How now?"
"One paper has sent a lady correspon¬

dent to tho theatre of war."
"Well?"
"She rofoses to take off her hat,".Kan-

sa* City Journal.

I'rac'lrully Nono.
"Any gnnibllng golng on ln thls town

now?" asked the customer who had Just
bought a plug of tobacco.

**N*ot it blt; tho lld's slmt down tlght."
answered thc customor who wns shaklng
dlco for the clgars..Chlcngo Trlbune.

"Inverted Gravity,''
"Wo linve revcrscd lhe ordinary laws ot

nature," sald a wltty United States Senator,
spcaklng of hlmaelf nnd an almoat pretcr-
naiurally dlgnlfled collcnguo.
"Blonk hns rlscn by lils gravity; I have

sunk by my lcvlty.".Youth's Companlort.
llurde't Part uf (lio >luh.

Cltizcn: "What'll you chargo mc, Uncle
Rastus, to cart away that pllo of stone?"
Unclo Rastus: "About two dollahs, suh."
Cltlzon: "Isn't thnt very high?"
Unclo ltastus: "Ycs, «nh, jc»' fo' cahtln'

away tho stone, but 1 got ler hlro a mun
to help mo hahncss do mule.".Harpor's
Bazur.

PERTINENT POI2.T8.

MR. ROOSEVELT Is at last In the Dark
Contlnent. Fcllow-paragruphcrs, let
us resolvo to .kec-p It as dark as wo

can..Washlngton Herald.

Wlth n llttle practlco you inay become
accuslomod to eating a smaller 5-eeht loaf
of bread than heretofore, and wlth a little
selt-donlal you may succeeel In making It
go Just as far..Chlcngo Trlbune.

Thero nre no moro old malds nowadays.
Instead, thoy aro women "who chooso to
pursuo careora.".Atlanta Constltutlon.

. « *

Wc see thnt an Engllsh woman has come
heio to teach lhe Amerlcan glrl to sliortcn
her strlde. Thc Amerlciin glrl ls always
Wllllng to learn, hut sho gcLs tliere Just tho
sumc..New York Herald.

By tho tlme tho cxtrn sesslon ends prob¬
ably thc most consplcuous members of
Congress wlll bo thoso who dld not make a
tarlff speech. If any..Indlanapolls News.

» * *

But for the inventlve faculty of man In
the matter of femlnlne clolhlng, how would
fiilr woman exist or enjoy life?.Drapery
Times.

STATE PRESS
Poll Tbx and "Flour,
Tho Virginia voter who hasn't pald bls

poll-tsx slnce 1905 hnd only the rest of thls
month to considcr whether be wlll qualify
to partlclpate in thc 1909 electlons or keep
lhe money and buy a barrol of flour, Thls
ls not so much of a Joke as lt looks..Nor¬
folk Landmark.

There Is a llne of thought In that last
sentence from our Norfolk contemporaiy
that makes one stop for tho moment and
pondcr condltions. ln the markel prlces
have gono on soarlng skywnrd, nnt only for
flour, but- for almost all of tho neccsaltles
of life. But wo fear ihat should every
voter dccldn to put Ihnt monoy Into flour
Instead of Into tho rlght to vote, wo should
soon faco a sltuation that would be fur
worse. The bull should be takon by tho
horns at once. Every cligible voter should
aascrt his rlght. Ho should pay lils poll-
taxes and use hUi Influence fur tho best of
lils communlty and State and nation. It
has becn due in many liist-in-.es to tho look-
crs-on, to the stay-at-homos, to tno don't-
cares, thnt condltions havo becn brought
about that tend more and moro toward many
thlngs that are hurdensome fnr tho body
polltlc, and among these are such condl¬
tions ns 'Uiinecessarily heavy taxatlon and
tho cost of livlng..Roanoke Evening World.

That Corn Prlze.
Tho movement to provide a spcclul pre-

mlum, or lt may bo a number of premiums,
for tho best corn-raisers In Virginia, ihe
name to be awarded at tho State Falr. Is
nttructlng State-wldo Interest. Thu Itlch-
mond Tlines-Dlsputch ls ln recolpt ot num¬
bers of letters from all parts of Virginia
showing thnt newspaper men, farmers nml
trado organlzatlons are deeply interested
In the movement.
Tho lndlcatlons nro that a fund that wll!

run largely up Into tho thousands will bt
raised to pay Iho exhibltors who shall com-
pete for the "front pago" posltlon nmonp
tho prlzes for tho best corn exhlblts ut tlu
State Falr..Radford Advance.

Virginia's Coal Flelds.
To thc extent that tho Tennsylvanta cut

sliupc tho Norfolk and Western's pollcy, 1
wlll bo enabled to nume In a goneral wnj
tho markota of tho coal haulod by thi
Norfolk and "Western, and control tho voh
time thereof.thus reduclng tho power o

tlie Virginia and West Virginia ilulds ti
cunipeto wlth tho PcniiBylvunla bltumlnou:
rcglon, at Its own soverctgn wlll. Tliat 1
wlll exerclse thls control for tho benefl
of Vlrglnln, when such a pollcy would corre
spondlngly prejudlce Its own coal flolds
might uo believed by somo peoplo, but Wi
doubt ll. Upon tho contrary, that It wlll s.
"Ilx" tho sltuation, so govern Virginia cou

prlces and aa Umlt tho scope of dovelop
ment ln tho Virginia coal flelds as to Iriur
to tlielr hurt and to I'onnsylvanla'o benotll
Ih iv proposltlon very easy to embiace, In
deed the ti-lck has been trlod before. Th
Pennsylvanla as a meddler ln lhe coal pro
ductlon and coal transportatlon of lhe tw
Vlrglnlas, is no stranger, U had Hs hnn.
on tho Norfolk nnd Western throttle wl.e.
tho Interstato Commerce Commlssion a lei
years ago raised tho curtaln and revoale
the oppieasivo condition nnd tho true In
wardnesi of that condltlon.the corporat
rapacity whicli It embodied.tho dlscrimina
tory pollcy whlch lt Involved,.Lynchbur
Nows.

T. 1\ A. Conventlon.
Tho elghteenth annual sesslon of the Vlr

glnla dlvislon of the Travelers' Proteotlv
Assoclatlon, held In Martlnsvllle, ond whlc
has Just adjourneil, seems to have beon
bunner meeting In tho hlstory of thls ex
cellent organlzatlon, whlch Is doing nvue
along many llnes for the upllft, not only c

¦'the buslne-s whlch the assoclatlon repre
s|sents, but of othor Interests.
I The progresslve toiyn ot Martinsville dl
"'' the houors ot tho occaBlon in i_ llttlng man
0 ner, munlfesilng a hoipltallty whlch n

II longer exlsta ln many moro protontlon
S t'ownu much donilnatecl by the all-porvadhi
/ splrit °' eommerclallsm.
n Among tlio many tlilugs which tlio assc
-i clutlon Is tindcavorlng to Improve ln Vlt
siglnln, und mipposttbly olsowhoro, Is tho bel
Jjtermont of tho roads. Good roads aro (
t prlme Importance to tho commercial tra.
f ulcr, for tho rcuson that lio Is foroed I
s'tnivol over tbein ut all seasons of tho yet

and ln ull Mui'ls of weather. Had roa&s ai
ofton u ruturillng factor, both to lhe drun
inor avIio iiiuBt tiuvel ovor thom and tl
merohont who iniut haul tho goods whlc
tho (liuiiiiii'ir has sold.
Ono ot the uonoltu aooru'lng to the biw

ness whlch lhe ussoclatlon rcprogenU* ls tl
upllft ot ihe nitt* who cugnije ln lt,.rRoai
Clte Tlmea,

The Courts of Europe
By La Marquisc dc Fontenoy.

v ftiiO.OOO 'I'll/ for Empi-ror of t.'liltin.
falXTY THOUSAND DUl.LAIlH ls Uio
W valuo Of the toy ti'ii111 and rall-
^J rond whlch (he Czar has Just dht-

pulohod to Poklu as it glft to tho
lliree-yeal'-old Bniporor of Chltui. lt
wlll bti prosciitod to lho tiny monnrch
of tho most popuioitH oinplro of tlie
unlvurse by Princo OalltsUn, generaliud-di!-<:atiip ot tho Miiscovllo rulor,
aml chlef of tho special embassy ap-
polnlod to represoni llunslii ttt lho state
tihsequlcH of tho lato Knipcror of China
next month. Tho funeral ocronuuiles
wlll bo of tho most slntely nnd mngnl.
Ucont descrlptlon, costlug an lmtueiise
sum ot uiuiiey, as tho regent, Princo
Chutt, father of thu boy Emperor, Is
delermlncd to make as fnr dg posslble
n public reparatlon for iho eruel treat¬
ment to whlch hls brother, tho lato
Emperor Kwung-Su, was subjected
during his iifetlme by tho terrlble old
Dowager Empress.
Toys, espeeially dolls nnd rallroad

tralns. play qulto nn linportant rolo ln
dlplonnicy. The mngnltlccnt dolls pre¬
sented by Prosldent l-'nure, nnd after-
unrds by President Loutfet, to tlio
young diuightcr of the Czar, went tar
to popuiarizo the French alllance at
tlio court of St. PeterHhttrg during tho
llrst docado of tho relgn of Emperor
Nicholas. Laat year president Fallleres
complotely won tho heart of tho llt¬
tle Czarovltch, hy presentlng him on
lho occifsion of his vislt to Heval wlth'
a rallroad traln valued nt $2,000, und
waa Immedlately dubbed by tho prlnoo-
let as "tho train mnn." Kltig Edward
spont a similar amount upon a toy
railroad traln, wlth statlon, sldlngs,
turn-tablo, signal system, etc, whlch
lio jjavc to his grandson, Crown Prlnce
Olat of Norway. Thc newspapers were
full at the tlme ot the magnificonce of
thl? toy. Just^whnt a $C0,oi)0 toy rall¬
road must bo surpusses lniagination,
and one can readlly picture to oneself
tho Interest and attractlon whlch It
will possess for the exccptlonally pre-
coclous chlld who ls now Emperor of
China.
Several of tho great powers of Eu-

ropo aro sending special embassies to
Pekln, for the obsequles of tho late
Emperor Kwang-Su, and at tho same
tlme to offer the congratulatlons of
thelr respective govcrnments to tho
young Emperor ou his acccsslon to tho
dragon throne. But It is very doubt-
lul whether any of thom will bo ln-
triiKted wlth such a magniflcent toy
for tho suuiTl monarch, or wlll flnd
.so WHfin a wolconu' on hls part, ns
General Princo Gallt/.ln.

Tho Prlnce of Walcs has earned tho
gratlttide of Lord and Lailv Lansdowne
and of Lord and Lady Minto bv ap-polnting Lord Charles Fltzmaurlco to
his housohold ln the capaclty of oquer-
ry; that is, gontlemau in waltlng and
A. D. C. Lord Charles, who ls tho
sccond son of the Lansdownes, and who
married last Chrlstmas nt Calcutta
Ludy Vlolet Elllot, tho youngest daugh¬ter of Lord and Lady Minto, is a cap¬tain of tho Flrst Dragoons, a crack
cavalry rcgltncnt. which, stationed In
India, has several years io servo thero
before lt can hope to bo ordered home.
Lord Minto ls reslgnlng the vlccrov-
olty of Indla owlng to hls wlfe's
health, and also in consequonco of dlf-
terenccs wlth the Secretary of State.Lord Morloy, nnd I3 returnlng to Eng¬iand. Lady Vlolet ha.s always been tho
apple of hls eye, and U is a greaticliof to him to know that he Is not
obllgod to leave her behlnd lilm in
Indin, where the cllmaic, even at the
best, ls so vory trying to whito wo¬
men, espeeially to young mothers. Tho
next four or llve years; that Is to say,at any rate, untll tho First Dragooiisare ordered home, Lord Charles will,thanks to his appointment as e'querryto the Princo ot Wales. be able tb
spend in Engiand; his dutles as a mem¬
ber of tho helr apparent's householdtaking up about four months of tho
year.
Lord Charles, who served throughtho South Afrlca n War, during part of

tbo timo a.s A. 1). C. to Lord Roberts,after taking part in the battles whlch
prccedgd the arrival of the fleld mar¬
shal at tho front, ls particularly woll
litted to act as equerry to tho Princo
ot Wales, owing to his perfect knowl¬
edgo 01' French, and to his posscsslonof that qulet, tactful manner whlch
ono llnds nowhere in such perfectlon
ns among those in immedlate attend-
ance upon Brltish royalty. Ho comes
by these qualities naturally. For ho is
deseended front the Comto de Elahaut.from the great Talloyrand, and ls evenoredlted us havlng In hls velns thc
blood of Klng Louls XV. or France.while his mother. tho Marchloness of
Lansdowno, is ono of tho prlncipalIadles and most Intlmato friends and
coniidantes of Queen Alexandra.

It Is vory fortunato that Colonol SlrJiuiios Sadler.who must not bo con-tounded wlth the former Engllsh con-
sul-general of identlcally tho same
namo at Chicago.was transtcrrcdfrom tho post of governor and coni-
mander-ln-chlef of Brltlsh East Afrlca
lo tlio Wlndward lslands, just before
tlio arrival of cx-Prcsldent P.oosevelt.
ror had the latter arrived a Uttloearlier, ho would have found the Gov¬
ernment House boycotted by most of
lhe leading whito rcsldents of Brltlsh
East Afrlca. In fact, nearly all the
promlnent Englishmen ln that part of
tho world; tliat ls to say, the men who
aro taking an active role in cntcrtaln-
lng tho former Chief Magistrato of the
Unlted States, such as Lord Delamore,Lord Htndlip, Arthur A. Bailey, SilAlfred Pease, Lord Cardross, Captain
van der Weyer, formerly of tho Scots
Guards, etc, were not merely not on
speaking terms wlth Slr James Sadler
but wero in a state of open warfare
with tho governor, who retaliated bydismissing them from thelr member-
ship of the Legisiatlve Codncll. Thli
of course rendered the situatioo stlli
more acuto, since it was equivalent tc
un intimatlon that thoy wero to have
no further volco in tho adminlstratioi
uf tho colony in whlch thoy havo sucl
imnienso landod Interests, and havt
tombarked so mucli money; a measurt
ivalculated to discrcdlt thom ln thc
eyes of the natives and to dlmlnlsl
thelr prestlge.
The troubles botween the late gov¬

ernor and tho Engllshmen referred to
whlcli dogenerated lnto tho most vlg-
orous abuso, both on tlio one sldo aiu
on the other, orlginatod ln tho dlffor-
onco of vlows as to tho punishmont o:
tho natives. Tho governor took tlu
ground that the blacks wero entltlet
to tho samo legal treatment as tlu
whltes, whoreas the Engllshmen sough
to safoguard thelr womanklnd frou
ir.sult or worso at tho hands ot thi
natives by measurog short, sharp ani
tfcclslvo, whon tho occaslon requlrot
them to put tlielr princlples into prae
tico. Wllllo tho admlnlstratlon in Lon
don at flrst Bustalnod Slr James Sadler
Lord Delamore and hla l'ellow-colonlst
wore. oventually ablo to brliig.tho au
thorltios at homo to see lhe matter li
a dlfferent light. with the result tha
Slr James Sadler has boon transferroi
to the Wlndward lslands, hls placo be
Ing tempornrily taken by an uctlni
governor who ls in full Bympathy wit)
the leaders of tha colony, and wlv
has thus boen able to gather then
around lilm in woicomlng ex-Preslden
Roosevelt to Brltish East Afrlca 1:
the name of Klng Edward.
Lord Delamere ls one of tho blgges

land-owners ln the East Afrlean Pro
tectorate, hls dornnin ln the nelghbor
hood of Nalrobl extendlng ovor nearl
1,000,000 acres. Ho has a beautlft:
houso there, and spends a conslderabl
portion ot eaoh year there wlth hl

h pretty wife, who was Lady Florenc
' Cole, daughter of tho Earl and Countes

of Ennisklllen.
Lord Dolamere has done moro tha

any one else to attraot attention t
Brltlsh East Afrlca, and to Interes
hls countrymen ln thls partlcular por
tlon of tho Brltish Kmplre,. has a sploii
did record us an exploror, and as a bl
gamo hunter ha8 a larger number c
dead llons to hls credit than any othc
sportsman n£JX_HYlng., Ho ls tho hoa
of tho anclent Houso of Cholmondolo
of Valo Royal, to whlch Miss Mtir
Cholmondoloy, the nuthoress of "Re
pottago" ancl othor woll-known novel
helongs. Tho Marnuls of Cholmotutole
Ih tho chlof of a Junior branch of tli
houso.
Lord Dolamoro's Engllsh country sea

Vale Royal, ls a pioturesquo old plat
In the Valloy of tho Woavor, surrquju
ed hy extonslve Choshlre woods. tl:
estate thore embraolng about 10,Ot
acres, The nuuior house occuple* ti

Hlo of a Glstorclnn monnstnry, found-
j'll hy (.noon l.lonnor lu 1277, nud held
by the iiionl.H unlii tho nnforiunllon,whon lf wns bi-Htowod by flunry VIII.
upon Tljomns Holcroft, whoso gritnd-
f-on sold It to tho Cliolinondelp.VM. «_

fCopyrlght, moi), hy tho Bronlwood
Coinpuny.)

Voice of the People
TAX HET..H_V.T CIUTICI/.ICI).'

Itlcliiiiiinil Coiiipiireil riifnvorulilv Wlth
Itnniiokc nml l.tinvllte ln Alndor of

Huivlnj. *llnclilneM, .Viilciic*.
nml Clocks,

Editor of Tho Tlnics-Disimtch:Mlr,.l havo beon oxamlnlng, wlth
iniioh Interest, tho report of tho Audl¬
tor of Publlc Ac.i'uiintii for tho llscnl
year ending Suptembor ao, 100S, und
havo been luiprcnsetl wlth Its tnorough-
.no3s nud comp_icteness. It Is not my
purposo to rovlow thls report ln gen-
orul. Thnt would requlro moro tltno i>«
my part und spuco ln your vuluablu
pnper thnn 1 nin willlug elther to givo
or ask, but ns you huvu beon dlsciiss-
i'ug somo of the i|iiesttous of tilxtilion,
iimoiig othern tho tnctiunllly which cx-
lsts In certain eommunlties, it has oc«
curi'cd to mo that it would not ho
uuproiitable to Oonsldcr somo of the
llgurcs found In tho nudltor's report,
which must bo cuiislderod, of course,
as conclusive. *»
A part of tho audltor's report Is

Tablo No. 30, showing tho ussosscd
viilue of each klnd of personal prop¬
erty In the several counties and cltles
of tho CommonwetWth for tho year
1908. Thls tablo wlll. upon Inspectlon
aud oxnmlnatlon, causo nuiiiy questlons
to arlso in tho mlnd of evon tho cus-
iiul Inqulror, but In tho mlnd of tho
thoughifuJ antl anxlous Initulrcr, for
instanco, of tho mombers of u llnuuco
commltteo of a clty, whoso duty lt ls
to mako to thelr Clty Councll rocom-
mcnduilons for approprlatlons nnd as¬
sessments of taxatlon to meet those
approprlutlons, tho result of somo of
thoso qucstions are startllng beyond
measuro. I shall conlluo mysolf tu a
fow of these only ln thls communlca-
tlon.

I usk you, Mr. Editor, or tho reader,
to tako Tablo No. :i0 and tlnd tho col¬
umn glvlng llie number and nt.Bes.sed
valuo of sewing machincs ln evory
county and clty ln this State. You
know thut slnco sewing machincs wero
tlrst Introduced aH u part of our house¬
hold economy they have been a sub¬
ject of taxatlon, just as our watches,
clocks and pianos have boon, and for
fltty years or more thoy appear in tho
llst ot taxablo subjocts submitted to
every householder that he may state
tho number of machincs he owns and
tho value thereof, Just as he Is requlred
to stato tho number of watches,
clocks and pianos he owns, and thclr
value.
Now ln thls llst you wlll llnd that ln

the clty of Roanoko thero are return¬
ed for taxatlon 3.1.97 sewing machines,
at a valuatlon of $29,068, whllo ln tlio
clty ot Rlchmond tlicro are returned
for taxatlon 285 sewing machines, ot a
valuatlon of $3,851, whllo ln the clty
of Alexandrla only thlrty-slx aro re¬
turned, at a valuatlon of $165. ln the
clty of Danville, tho largest return
next to Roanoke, thero nro 1.032 sew¬
ing machines returned, valucd at $20,-
990; in Lynchburg. 1,621. valucd at
$20,891; ln Norfolk, 1,010, valued at
$14,170, and In Petersburg, 1,111, val¬
ucd at $13,165.
Cut some man wlll say, as was snld

to mo threo or four years ago, whon
I had occaslon to call attentlon to thi:;
Incquallty, as It then cxlsted between
Roanoke and Nortolk, ln the clty of
Roanoko there aro many more laboring
people, us ho put It, who use sewing
machines than ln Norfolk, nnd the pro¬
portion of negroos as compared wlth
thc whlte population is grcator ln
Norfolk than In Roanoke. Not bellev-
Ing this to bo true then (except as to
tho proportion between whites and
blacks) as I do now. I denied lt, and
I propose to prove that lt ls not truo.
In my Judgment, the proportion among
tho whlto peoplo betwoon the labor-
Ing class, so-callod, nnd those who do
not bclong to that class Is about the
samo in all of our cltles.you wlll find
about tho samo proportion of wagc-
earners or bread-wlnners ln all of
thom.
But if ono should be Incllned to test

thls without golng to tho troublo of
taklng an accurato census he would
naturally. wlth tho proporty llsts be¬
foro him, cxamlne the assessment for
thoso artlcles ot personal proporty
whlch would naturally bo classed as

luxuries, or such as would. be found
ln the homes of the wcll-to-do, rehnod
and culttvatod people, such as books
und plctures, watches, clocks, pianos
and gold and sllverwaro and Jewelry.

If you concodo thls point well takon,
then Roanoke, wlth Its 3,297 sewing
machines, is by far the mostroflned and
cultlvated communlty in tlio Stato of
Virginia as compared with tho othor
cltles. . .

Taklng tho census of 1900 as tho
only absolutelv rellablo baBls of com-

parison, and conslderlng only the whlto
population as the tax-payers. a fact
well known and recognlzed, and we
llnd (taklng theso clties for Illustrn-
tiou) that thc whlto population of
Danville was 10,002; of Lynchburg, 10,-
037* of Roanoke, 15,661; Nortolk, 26,-
394, and Rlchmond, 52.819; so that tho
whitc population ot Richmond ls twlco
that of Norfolk, three and one-half
tlines that of Roanoko and about livo
times that of Lynchburg. nnd more
than flvo times thnt of Danville.
But Tablo No. 36 dlscloses the fol¬

lowing'facts: .

1. Watches..In Roanoko 3,406 nre

HssesBcd at $32,734; ln Lynchburg 1.163
nre ussessed at $27,323; ln Danvlila
1,796 aro assossed at $19,536; ln Nor¬
folk 1,617 are assossed at $36,840, and
ln Richmond 657 *are assossed at $19,-
299. (I think, however. that tho num¬
ber ot watches roported as assossed ln
Rlchmond is an error. It should prob¬
ably be 1,657, or 2,657, but tho total
assessment may bo consldored as cor¬
rect for comparlson.)

2. Clocks..In Koanoke 2,726 aro as¬
sossed at $6,413; ln Lynchburg 595 ara
assesscd at $4,921; In Danville 2.1S1
aro assossed at $5,652; ln Norfolk 291
are assessed at $4,370, and ln Kich¬
mond 398 aro assessed at $5,137.

3. Pianos..In Roanoko 1,562 aro ns-

sessed at $104,567; in Lynchburg 381
aro assessed at $90,827; ln Danville 622
aro assessed at $45,959: in Norfolk 9_-_.
aro nssessod at $83,040, and in Rlch¬
mond 406 aro assossed at $41,155.

4. Books, Plctures, Etc..ln Roanoko
tho assessment is $29,487; ln Lyncn-
burg, $56,750; in Danvlllo, $25,313; in
Norfolk, $63,760, and ln Rlchmond, $45,-
555.

o. Gold and Sllverwaro. Etc..In
Roanoke tho assessment is $25,524; ln
Lynchburg, $48,080; ln Danville, $3t,0..S;
in Norfolk, $71,010. and in Rlchmond,
$57,771.
Theso flgures tell thclr own talo and

polnt thelr own moral. Taklng Roa-
H noko, wlth Its omall population. and

Rlchmond, wlth tho largest, and thc
comparlson ls startllng; and the com¬
parlson between Roanoko and my owt

clty of Norfolk ls little better.
And i£ the comparlson bo made wlth

some of tho counties, lt Is not loss so.
For Instanco, take Accomac county,
the flrst on the llst, wlth a whlte pop¬
ulation of 20,745, and tho assessment
shows 2,437 sewing machines. $19,997
1,243 watches, $11,481; 2,087 clocks
$3,980; 677 pianos, $31,707; books, plc¬
tures, etc., $4,440; gold and sllverware
etc, $2,063. Or take the small county
of York. with a whlte population <*i
8,401, and the assessment shows _7C
sewing maishlnes, $6,718; 221 watohos
$1,408; 553 clocks. $856; books, ploturos
etc, $630, and gold and sllverware, etc.
$230.

lt ls well known, I think, that thc
assessment of tanglble personal prop¬
erty ln the counties ls more compiet.
thnn ln the cltles. because lf a coun-
trvman hns a piano. for Instanco, lu
can no more avold glvlng tt ln, lf he
woro Incllned to do so, than ho ear
avold glvlng in his horses or othoi
ohattels, ot whlch tho commlsslonoi

,r of tho revenue ls apt to havo sonv
A knowledge; bosldes, tho commlssioner!
v ln tho countlos generally mako a vlst
v from houso to house whon thoy mak<

thelr assessments. Upon tho wholo
thoi'oforo, -tho returna of tanglble por
sonal property ln the counties may b;
nocepted us approxlmately correct; wltl
somo exooptlons, and subject to sonrii
crltlclsm. of courso. Thus an oxaml
nntlop of Table No. 36 wlll, show tha
In tho counties there were retun.ei
for assosamont 130.086 sewing ma

,o chlnoB.-us ugnlnst 15,365 ln the cltles
ia 74,511 watches, aa agalnst 16,87

In lho citles; 09,507 clocka, ns agalnst
10,400 ln lho cltlos, nnd .15,501 plutum,
etc, ns agalnst 8,810 In lho citles. Tho
itvorngo valuo ot theso artlelcH us
nsHossed ln tho countles ls lowor, how-
nvor, thnn lho avnrngo valuo of thoso
ttssi'ssed lu tho citles,

If you will tako thn total vnluaUon
for usaossmont of wntchos, clooks, nnw-
Ing machincs aml jilnnns,.oto., ln Roa¬
noko.$172,812.und mulWply It by
II 1-2, tho rohttlvu proportlon of tho
whltn pnpiiljllnn lu Itlchmond, und
ln lhat clty you wlll have $501,812. us
ugalnst $09,4-15, thn amount reltirucrl
In Hlchmond for titxntlon; or, It you
wlll lako thn toliil vuruntinn ot tho
Samo articles roturnod in Danvlllo for
tiixiii.lon--$!i:!,i37.nnd multlply It by
5, tlu; relatlve proportlon nf the popu¬
lation nf Hlrhmnml nml that clty, and
you wlll Im vo $-KiO,fi85, as agalnst $09,-
445. (I mentlon Danville, for, next 10
Riytnoko. that clty makes tho bOHt and
fafrest showing.) Or, If you apply tho
Hiimo rule to Norfolk, considorlng iho
relatlve proportlon of population,
you wlll have $293,780 In Norfolk, as'
compared wlth $172,812 In Hoanoke,
and $240,158 In Norfolk, ns compared
wlth $92,137 lu Danville.
Or let ua look at theso flgures from

another standpolnt. %Hoanoke,/Wllh IU whito population
of 15,061, returns for taxatlon on nll
tlio subjects of tnngtblo personal prop¬
erty nbovo mentloned a total valuatlon
of $227,823. Hlchmond returns ftha
samo subjects nt a valuatlon of $172,-
771. and Norfolk the samo subjects ut
a. valuatlon ot $273,190; so that thc
returns ln Hlchmond aro $55,052 Iosj
than thoso ln Hoanoke, whllo thoso ln,Norfolk are only - $15,307 more than
thoso In Hounukc. Or, carrylng lho
<-outparlson a llttle further, Hoanoke
returns more watches and clocka than
Hlchmond, Alexandrla, Brlstol, Buona
Vlsta, Charlottesvllle, Frcderlcksburg,
Manchester, Newport News, Ports¬
mouth, Hndford, Wllllamsburg "ftud
Winchester, wllh n whlte population
of 114,926, comblned return, and nearly
us many ucwlttg maclilnes (the number
in Hoanoke belng 3,297, and lhe num¬
ber ln tho clties named comblned be¬
lng 3,511), and moro pianos than Hlch¬
mond, Alcxundrla, Portsmouth, Brlstol,
Manclicster, Winchester and Wllllums-
hurg comblned, wlth a population of
89.C52.
Now, Mr. Edltor, you and whoever

may read thls array of ligures must
say that somolhlng ls wrong some-
wherp. I do not mean by taking Hlcu-
iiiiuid clty und maltlng a comparlson
of tho returns of her cltlzens wlth
those of tho cltlzens ln Hoanoke to
bo offonslve to the former, but thu
facts demand tho comparlson, and thoy
domiiud it the moro because tho city
of Hlchmond ls not only tho largc-s:
contro of population In our State, uut
lt ls the most promlnent centre of
both wealth and cultlvation. 1 thlnk
that may bo conceded. But you know
and I know that you need only walk
down ono of her prlncipal streets :o
Ilnd moro than 29S clocks, und many
of them handsome, valuable, graml-
father hall clocks, or more than -10G
pianos. But some man may ask:
Why arratgn a clty about the returns
mado on watches, clocks and sewlng
machines, espoclally clocks? "it ls
such a littlo one." and should be uXr
uused. I know tho subjwit ot honest
returns for taxatlon is a dellcate ono;
that nollher you, Mr. Edltor, nor I can
use tho probo ln any asaembly of a.
dozen of tho men of tho hlghcst stand¬
lng ln our respective communltles
without offonding some, lt not a ma¬
jority of them. 1 know that tho press,
that most powerfnl ally ln all muttors
political or economlcal, is somewhat
handlcapped, because the owners of the
newspapers and thelr plants, with
somo cxccptlons, of course, aro not
themselves Invulnerable. 1 know that
tho pulplt is helpless in thls matter,
for lf tho mlnlsters of elther your clty
or mlno should take occaslon to refer
to lt ln a concreto way, as, for in¬
stance, by readlng thls letter to thelr
congregatlons. they would be called
down >by some one, perhaps by thelr
deacoris, elders or vestrymen.
A few years ago, when tho question

of high Ucenso upon Baloona ln the
clty of Norfolk was beforo the Clty
Councll, a promlnent saloon-kceper,
who was dlscusslng the matter witn
me (for I dlscussed tho matter very
freely and frankly wlth him and
others), sald to ma that he knew and
I knew that tho members of the vari-
ous churches did not glve ln thelr per¬
sonal property falrly and honeatly.
and that they were tho ropreaontatlves
of that moral sentlment ln the com¬
munlty seeklng to tax the saloons out
of existence, and argue as I would,
that notlon. founded ln great mcas-
uro upon fact, had taken such hold on
hl3 mlnd that ho could not rld himself
ot lt.

It may bo truo. and 1 thlnk lt ls, that
becauso tho returns ln a clty do not
show that they aro adequate in tho
number of watches, clocks, sewlng ma¬
chincs and pianos that they are equal¬
ly Inadoquate ln regard to all tangl-
ble personal property; but, Inasmuch us
theso Items tiro speclflcally mentloned
ln tho form of tho return made by tho
tax-payer, lt ls Inconceivablo that any
fntelllgcnt tax-payep should overlook
thom when he makes out hls 11st, and
the absenco of an adequate number ot
such articles ln tho summatlon of the
returns Incllncs tho Inquirlng mlnd io
believe that thero ls something wrong
in gettlng theso lists from all tho tax-
payers, that tho aasessment of taxes
is made carelossly and indtlforently by
tho commissloners of tho rovenuo,
whose duty lt is every year to placo
ono ot these llsts ln tho hands of
every tax-payor and seo that he makes
a proper return thereof. I speak not
now of tho question of the Inequallty
ln valuatlon ln tho sevoral countles.
either of classes of tanglblo personal
property or of lands, for that matter.
that ls a different, though iiriportant
questlon.I am speaklng of tho return
for tuxatlon of all tanglblo persoual
property llable therefor.

lt ls useless to say that there should
be no tax on tanglblo porsonal prop¬
erty, or ou lntanglble personal property
for that matter, lt ls roqutred by the
Constltutlon under which wo live, anO
I do not bollevo that it wlll evor bc
changed in thls rospect. The only latl¬
tude glven under our now Constltutlon
is that tho tax shall bo equal and uni¬
form on tho samo class of property
and after 1913 tho segregatlon provld¬
ed by section 109 may bo mado. Thls
is the law, and it is usoless to Involgh
agalnst lts Justice or proprlety. Tlu
only questlon is to havo it so enforceO
tliat no man shall pay more than hlt
falr proportlon of taxes, and that
evory man shall pay hls falr propor¬
tlon. If overy man gavo ln hls prop¬
erty for taxatlon, the rcsult would-bc
a reductlon of tho rate of taxatlon
Thls must bo conceded. It is equally
useless also to complaln of tho hlgt
rato of taxatlon untll overy man it
made to pay hls proportlon ot taxes
Tho man who makes a full and hones!
return of hls taxable values, and h<
alono, has the right to complaln. Tlu
man who makes no return, or wln
makes an inadaquato roturn, has nc

rlght whatovor to complaln. Certalnly
his complalnt ls no excuse for hls noi
doing what ho ought to do.
Of course, thls dlscusslon would noi

be complete if I did not offer sonu
suggeatlon ln the way of a remedj
for the correction of the errors shown
My only. suggestlon la to adopt thi
Roanoke plan. The law is ample, anc
the only thlng necessary ls that tht
commiasloners of revenue be actlve
dlligent and consolentlbus in the dls
chargo of their duty. Thoy can wrlti
or go to Roanoko and learn the sys
tematlo, perslstent methods of the com
misBioner of revenue ln that clty.
do not know him.I do not know hlt
namo eyon.but I will venture to «aj
that ln making up hls books he beglm
wlth himself by asaesslng himself be
fore the Judge of hls Corporatlon Cour
as required by sectlon 602 of the Code
and thUB fortiflod he continuea hl
duty of assesBing others. Or if Roa
noke be too far off, a lesson ot methoi
in thia inatter may be loamefl by
vlsit to Danville.
But bofore I leave thls subject, al^

me one moro word. I have reforre'
largoly to sewlng machines ln thls let¬
ter, ana lt may be questtined whothe
they should be placed on tho sami
plane as watches, clocks and pianos
and epoclilcally mentloned ln tho lts
glvon to tho tax-payer for hls retur
theroof, However, the average valu
of sewlng niafihinoB, as returned fo
taxatlon, ls about $10 each ln the cltlo
and $8 ln tho countlos, and tho ta>

t thereforo, on each tax-payer Is smal
I x do not seo, however, why typewrlt

Ing machines and bleyoles and nuto
mobiles are not placed on the llBt, jut

5 aaeewlng machines nre placed thereoi

&A»typo.'.1_,t,n«< mnchlnn eosla tihont$100, whllo nn ordinary sowlng mu-ohlne coHtu about $10, I think thoro
nro at least 50,000 typowrltlnir nm-
c Hnoi in thls Btnto, nn.J. at a Vnlu.i-tlon of ovon 150 eiu.ii f0r tnxulloii.would make $2,500,000 of tiiitglbl..values. I know of no r-mnnn whythey nro oinlttod, unlesn It bo thntthe falr fnoes of tho young ladieswhoso nlmblo flngers mako them elni-tor aro moro pol.entlnl thnn tho o|,l,tlrod nnd ofton illstrossnd faens of thomothors and other brondwlnncrs who
nre so" often found worklng ut Ut-jsowlng mnchlnos. lt would bo hnrd toostlmate tho valuo of thn nutomoblb'annd blcyctcs fit tho Klnle, but I dtmb.If tho Stato, or nny county or clty, getsnny rovonuo from nny of these urllcfasof tnnglhln porsonnl properly (othertlmn tho lli'oiiso tux on automoblles)Hlmply boraiiho thoy aro not namod outho llsts to be fillcd out and retiirnodby tho tiixpnyer, Just a» his hornoti,mules, watches, clocks, sowlng ma¬chines, plnnos, otc, nro nnmod.

1'ours very trulv,
WILLIAM W. OLD.

CAN III? I1R DETlIRONEDf
Citiintitiitliiii of Young Ttirl* Parly Mny

Snve Abdul.
Tho constltutlon of Turkey, whlrlithe Young Turk party, supportod by

a prepondrrntlng portlon of tho iiriny,proclalms Its purposo to mulntalti nnddefend. must evldently bo vlolatod or
Ignorod If the Sultan Is to bo de-
throned or forced to abdlcnto. Neces¬
sary un such an act might bo, It wouldbo esscnllally a revolutlonnry measuro,derlvlng Its smwtion from force. Tha
coiistltutlon of 1876 wns suddenly pro-clnlmcd Inst summer ns tn opcratlon
onco moro, no changcs bolng madoIn Its toxt; nnd, In so fur ns Turkey
now has a fundnmontnl civll law, ltIs thls samo lnstrumcnt to whlch frc-
qucnt roferences nro made In tho newa
reports from Constnntlnoplo. Whnt
tho constltutlon says about the statuaof tho Sultan Is of Interest ln tho
prosent omcrgency. Tho followlng cl-
latlons aro verbatlm:
Tho Ottoman sovcrelKtity. whlch ls

united lu the person of tho soverelgnof the supremo khnllfat of Islnm. be-
1ongs to tho eldesl of the prlnces of
tho dynasty of Osman. conformably lo
tho rules establlshcd ab antlquo.His Majesty tho Sultan Is by tho
title of the khullf tho protector ot
tho Mussulman religion. Ilo Is tho
soverelgn and padlshah of all the Ot-
lomans.
Hla Majesty tho Sultan Is Irrospon-slble; lils porson ls sacred.
His Majesty the Sultan counts amongthu number of lils soverelgn rights

the followlng prcrogutlvoii: lle names
and revokos tho mlnlsturs; he confora
grades, functlons and the Insignln ot
his orders; gives invesllture to tho
chlcfs of tho prlvlb-ged provlncea In
the forms determlned by tho prlvlleges
granted to thom; ho colns money; hla
tinme ls pronounccd In tho mosquesduring the publlc prayers; ho con-
cludes trcatlcs wlth tho powors; he
declares war; he mukes peuco; ho
commands the armles by sea and land;ho orders mllltary rriovements; ho
cnuses to bo executed lhe dlsposltlonof tho Short (sacred law) and Ihe law;he makes tbe regulntlons for publlo
admlnlstratlon; ho remits or commutea
pcnnltlcs lmposed by tbe crlmlnal trl-
bunals; he convokes or prorogucs the
general aHsemhly und he dlssolvcs, lf
bo deem It necessary. tho chnmber
of deputies on condltlon of proceed-
Injr to tho re-electlon of deputies.
These powers and functlons maka

tho siiltanato an exallod post, on the
face of the fundumental law. As head
of the state, tho monarch "Invests wlth
Iho charKO of grand vlzler," and ns
head of the church "that of sbclk-nl-
Islam" tho porsons "whom lils hlph
contldenco tblnks proper to be called."
As for mlnlsterlal responslblllty. it ls
wrltten:

"In case of rejectlon, by a voto com¬
lng from the chamber of deputies. a
project of law on the adoptlon of
whlch tho mlnlster thlnks he should
Insist, Hla Majesty the Sultan orders,
ln tho cxor.dsn of his sovcrolgnty,
elther n change of mlnlstry or tho
dlssolutlon of the chamber on condl¬
tlon of the re-electlon of deputies
withln the tcrtn flxed by the law."
A strong monarch, popular wlth hla

people, could easlly construo thls pro¬
vlslon of the constltutlon so that a
mlnlstry would, ln effect. bo respon¬
slble to hlmself rather than the Par¬
llament. but, of courso, Abdul Hamld
has in practice Uie past nine months
made no effort to eBtabllsh his own
authorlty over tho mlnlstry aa supn-
rlor to that of the chamber of depu¬
ties. Klamll Pasha In January reslgn-
cd as grnnd vlzler after that body had
voted want of confldence In him; and
when Hllml Pasha feli a fortnight ago,
ns tho result ot the coup d'etat by tho
garrlson, tho Sultan pretended at least
to accept ns his successor ono who
was agrceable to the parliamcntary
body rather than to select his own
man..S"prlngflold Republlcan.

TALKINtt TO MARS.

Coniment en Prnfi-xnor llrkrrlnj*."* I'bm
for Sliftinllnir Vliini't.

Professor Plckerlng's plan of flash-
Ing 6lgnals to Mars by mco.ns of a sys¬
tem .of mlrrors costlng $10,000,000 is
porhaps the most ambitlons method yot
deviscd of getting into communicatlon
wlth tho plnnot.
Hellographlc slgnallng through a

stellar spaco of 35.000.000 miles in-
volves some diflicultles. But It Is less
lmpractlcable than tho projoct ot wav-

Ing a flag, whicli Slr Robert Bull
showed would requlro a piece of bunt¬
ing tho sizo of Ireland on a staff 500
mlles long. It Is more logical than tho
plan of raising a unlversal shout at a
concertod moinent or that of propelllng
a sorlcs of muslcal sound waves to tho
Martlans. Thero has also beon a pro¬
posal for a mamnioth searchlight to
throw a beam on Mars. But why ls
thero no suggestlon of a glant wlroloss
apparntus located on a I-Iimalayan penk
to send electric Iwavcs through tho
ether? Asaumlng that Professor Hough
ls rlght, and tbnt tho Martlans are
1,000,000 years ahead of us in Intelli-
gence, they must posscss a wlreless
system of tholr own.
Conslderlng that wo have boon dl-

rectly interested in tho supposod'exiA-
tenco of llfo on Mars for only thlrty-
two yoars, .or since Scliiaparolll's dls¬
covory of tho channels or "canals," wo
havo mado respectublo progress ln
learnlng about our colestlal neighbors.
That Mars hns an atmosphoro capablo
of sustainlng life, that lt has a mlld
and oquablo climato, that lt supporta
vegetatlon nnd ls porhaps poopled by
a suporior .race, wo havo tho assuranco
of astronomers. As for tho soundness
of such thoories.whlch requlres tho
greater credullty to bellovo, that othor
worlds aro Inhabltod or that ours 13
the only ono whlch Is populated? Tho
questlon has been asked by a Harvard
professor. That tho hypolhosls now
occuples tho attentlon of conservatlvo
astronomers tndlcates the progress of
tho Idea..New York World.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS; PVHL1C WANTS.

Conuucnt on MnNHttchiiMcttn ScIiooIh nud
Viicnfloiml Trululnjr.

If publlo schools ought to teachwhat
the publlc wants, then Massaohusetts
has Just put the tlnlshing touch to the
case for vocatlonal tralning. During
the past year tho Commlssion on In¬
dustrlal Education ln that State tried
to flnd out how many pupils ln clty
grammar schools would, if tho oppor¬
tunity were at hand, at once seek in¬
structlon ln trades and erafts. It was
learned that of the 49,201 pupils ln tha
four highest grades ln the thlrty-slx
largest cltles, more than 11,000 expect
to leavo school during tho grammar
course or at Its end. The parents of
such pupils in Lawrenoe. Lynn, Spring-
fleld and Worcester were then asked
persontilly whethor they favored the
establishment of a local industrlal
school. More than nlno in every tea
of 6,829 famlly hoads, reprosentlng
9,082 children of industrlal school ago,
answered afflrmntlvely. Thls seems to
oxplodo tho theory that labor unlons
aro opposed to vocatlonal tralning, for
the commisslon took special palns to
consult wlth worklngmon, who are
exooptlonally woli organized in ut least
two of the four towns Investlgated^
It is protty safo to assumo, therefaro,
that whatover hostlllty iB nowndays
shown emanates ohlofly from waiklug
delegates and othor loaders,.^who soo
tholr powor monaced by tho multlpll-
catlon of hlghly-tralnod laborera whoso
Bympathlos and sonso of Jusllup may
be deoper than those of the uhlon-
mnde apprentlce..New; York EveuttH
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